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New Provisions in the Fire Safety Act
1 July 2004
The Fire Safety Act was amended in February 2004. The three main changes are:
a.

The introduction of the performance-based approach, which specifies the desired fire-safety objectives but leaves it to the industry
to propose their own appropriate fire safety engineering solutions to comply with those objectives. This allows room for flexible
and creative designs in a building’s fire protection system
without compromising fire-safety standards. Designers
and owners will have the choice of using the performancebased approach, the prescriptive approach or a combination
of both in their developments.

b.

The requirement for a Fire Certificate (FC), currently only
required for public buildings (government buildings, hotels
and hospitals etc), has been extended to cover industrial
buildings. A FC, renewed annually, is issued after the
building’s fire-safety systems have been checked and tested
by professional engineers to be in accordance with firesafety regulations. In addition, architects and professional
engineers will have to comply with fire safety requirements
in government-owned buildings.

c.

The current control over petroleum-based flammable
products in the Fire Safety Act has also been extended to
cover non-petroleum flammable products. This will
enhance the safety and security of the production, storage
and transportation of these substances.

The new provisions in the Fire Safety Act will come into effect on
the following dates:
a.

1 Jul 2004 for the Performance-Based regulatory system

b.

1 Aug 2004 for the Fire Certificate for Industrial Buildings

c.

1 Dec 2004 for the Licensing of Flammable Materials

The Singapore Civil Defence Force has carried out briefings to
the managers and professionals of the relevant sectors to explain
the new provisions in the Fire Safety Act.

SSSS Publication BEYOND STEEL - Corrigendum
Referring to page 31, the article on ITE Regional Campus stated that the project was
conceptualised by Japanese Architect Fumihiko Maki and awarded to the
Consultant Architects. We would like to correct this. The design was solely conceived
by RSP Architects Planners & Engineers (Pte) Ltd and submitted for the design
competition held by ITE. RSP’s design was selected and they were appointed to see
the project through from design to completion.
The editorial team would like to apologise to all parties concerned for the above mistake.
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