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Synopsis
SOPA is a frequently used abbreviation for the Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act. The Act
came into force in 2005 and puts in place statutory provisions to facilitate payments for work done or for goods/
services supplied in the construction industry. Its main objective is to the improve cash flow in the construction
projects. However, although it has now been around for over 12 years, many in the construction industry are still
unaware of its existence; do not know how it works and how it can help them. This lecture aims to fill the gap and to
provide a working understanding of the key legal concepts and processes in SOPA.
The following issues will be discussed:
1) What is SOPA and how does help alleviate payment issues?
2) What are payment claims and payment responses and how do they relate to progress claims; interim
certificates and invoices in construction and supply contracts?
3) What is adjudication?
4) What is the effect of an adjudication determination and how can it be enforced?

About the Speaker
Mr Tan Joo Seng is a lawyer with over 22 years of experience in handling construction
disputes. He represents clients in SOPA Adjudications, Arbitrations, Court cases and
mediations.
During his career, he has been involved in several matters which resulted in landmark
judgments:
Spandeck Engineering (S) Pte Ltd v. Defence Science & Technology Agency [2007] 4 SLR
(R ) 100; [2007] 1 SLR 720 a case where the Singapore Court of Appeal decided to
formulate a new test for tortious duty in Singapore;
Tiong Seng Contractors (Pte) Ltd v Chuan Lim Construction Pte Ltd [2007] 4 SLR (R ) 364 which was the first
reported case on a SOPA Adjudication and where the court determined that final claims fell within the purview of the
SOP Act.
MCST 3322 v Mer Vue Development Pte Ltd & Ors [2016] SGHC 38 a case where the Singapore High Court for the
first time clarified the scope of the application of the independent contractor defence in the context of condominium
defects claims.
Mr Tan is also an experienced adjudicator and arbitrator.
He is an accredited Senior Adjudicator with the Singapore Mediation Centre. He has heard and adjudicated numerous
adjudications as a sole adjudicator and participated in several adjudication reviews as a member of the review panel.
He has been appointed as sole arbitrator in domestic and international arbitrations and is a panel arbitrator with the
SIAC; the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (SIArb); the Kuala Lumpur Regional Centre For Arbitration (KLRCA) and
the Law Society of Singapore Arbitration Scheme (LSAS).
He practises in Tyto LLC, a law firm he started in 2018.
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